Hunmanby Gap, July 4th 2007

I got a phone call from Bev @ 2:15pm on Wed 4th July about a seal reported by a Mr Kay at Hunmanby Gap, said to be sneezing.

The call had been around the houses via RSPCA and SEALIFE and must have got muddled up as it got passed round, because when i found the seal (a Grey) it was trying to lay up and looked healthy and in good condition, the only thing i could see was wrong was that it had a slight graze to it's front right flip, probably off the shingle as it moved around to get away from the people there.

Mr Kay who was there with his wife was an off duty policeman from Leeds and had put the call in. He was very helpful and co-operative and my thanks go to him and his wife for the information they gave me, it was a big help.
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The seal had not been seen to sneeze at least not by them and they had watched it for about thirty mins prior to me arriving there, it was lying in the surf where it was getting rolled over by the waves, it wanted to come out but the other people around had put it off.

I stayed with it watching through binoculars for about 20 mins then it decided it would go for a swim, it stayed close in and swam south towards Bempton. After about 300 or 400 metres it came to a sand bank and had to haul itself over the top and into deeper water where it disappeared from view.

It looked to be about 1 metre long maybe a bit more it was hard to tell at the sort of distance i was from it, not wanting to frighten it any further into the sea.

When the call came in saying it was sneezing both Bev and myself had thought PDV, but like Bev said it would be unlikely as it was too soon for it to have got here from Holland, but who knows, it's only a matter of when and not if unfortunately.

Weather conditions were cloudy/sunny with showers and a fresh westerly wind, but warm, sea state was slight and the tide was incoming for about one hour from low water.

Medics attending : Bruce.

